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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This action is in response to applicant's amendment filed on 14 December 2006. Claims 50- 
63 are now pending in the present application and claims 1-49 have been canceled. This 
office action is made Non-Final. 



Continued Examination Under 3 7 CFR LI 14 
2. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR L 1 14, including the fee set forth 

in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 
1 . 1 7(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1.1 14. Applicant's submission filed on 14 December 2006 has been 
entered. 



Claim Objections 

3. Claims 50 and 57 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

a. Claims 50 and 57 include the limitation ". . .proxy server for transmitting. . .to the 
instant messaging service.. . " as recited in lines 1 1-12 of claim 50. The Examiner 
requests applicant to provide support (i.e., page(s), line(s), and drawing(s)) of the 
element(s) that constitutes (or represents) the instant messaging service provided in 
the claim language. 
Appropriate correction is required. 
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Specification 

4. The objection applied to the specification is withdrawn, as the proposed specification 
correction is approved. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 

rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 50-63 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Carey et al. 
(hereinafter Carey) (US 6,714,793 Bl) in view of Gudjonsson et al. (hereinafter 
Gudjonsson) (US 6,564,261 Bl). 

Regarding claim 50, Carey discloses a system (20) for providing a mobile unit device 
(36) which reads on the claimed "wireless communications device" access to an instant 
messaging service on a data network (30), the instant messaging service communicating 
instant messages in an instant message format (see col. 3, lines 18-49; Figs. 1, 5-6), the 
system (20) comprising: 

a wireless mobile carriers (34) which reads on the claimed "wireless network" (see col. 6, 
lines 26-32,52-60; col. 3, lines 45-49; col. 7, lines 19-29; Figs. 1, 5, 9-10, and 12); 

a short message service (SMS) center (32) connected to the wireless network (34) (see 
col. 3, lines 18-34; col. 5, lines 23-43; Figs. 1, 5-6); 
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a IM routing system (22) which reads on the claimed "proxy server" having a first 
connection to the SMS center (32) and a second connection to a data network (30) (see col. 3, 
lines 18-34; col. 5, lines 23-43; Figs. 1, 5, and 6), 

the proxy server (22) for establishing a substitute proxy presence on the data network 
(30) for the wireless communications device (36) (see col. 5, lines 5-18; col. 6, lines 12-60; 
col. 4, lines 11-19; Fig. 5), where the user presence is established between networks, 

the proxy server (22) for transmitting presence information to the instant messaging 
service to indicate that the wireless communications device (36) is online (see col. 3, lines 
18-34; col. 5, lines 23-43; Figs. 1 and 5-6), 

the proxy server (22) for intercepting and storing an instant message addressed to the 
wireless communications device (36) (see col. 9, lines 35-38; col. 5, lines 66-67; Fig. 1), 
where the combined functions of the routing system (22) and the instant message server (40) 
would provide the storing of instant messages; and 

a plurality of traditional systems (42) which reads on the claimed "information handling 
systems" connected to the data network (30) and logged into the instant messaging service 
for sending and receiving the instant messages (see col. 3, lines 18-34; col. 4, lines 6-11; Fig. 
1). Carey does not specifically disclose having the feature even when a data connection does 
not exist between the wireless communication device and the wireless network. However, 
the examiner maintains that the feature even when a data connection does not exist between . 
the wireless communication device and the wireless network was well known in the art, as 
taught by Gudjonsson. 
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In the same field of endeavor, Gudjonsson discloses the feature even when a data 
connection does not exist between the wireless communication device and the wireless 
network (see col. 2, lines 20-22; col. 3, lines 14-17; col. 7, line 53 - col. 8, line 30; col. 8, 
lines 53-65; col. 11, lines 32-64; Figs. 1-9, 19, and 21), where the system uses proxy server 
(21, 23) to communicate between short text message (i.e., instant message) and SMS and to 
provide connection and status (see col. 10, lines 8-21; col. 11, lines 21-27; col. 17, lines 38- 
44; col. 36, lines 12-25;56-62; Figs. 1-6 and 13). As a note, basically the proxy server 
provides an on-demand connection that can be automatically suspended and resumed as 
needed. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to combine the teachings of Carey and Gudjonsson to have the 
feature even when a data connection does not exist between the wireless communication 
device and the wireless network, in order to provide user with a simple and secure way of 
establishing arbitrary communications with other users or services, as taught by Gudjonsson 
(see col. 7, lines 39-42). 

Regarding claim 51, the combination of Carey and Gudjonsson discloses every 
limitation claimed, as applied above (see claim 50), in addition Carey further discloses the 
system of claim 50, wherein the proxy server notifies the SMS center (32) that the instant 
message addressed to the wireless communications device (36) has been received (see col. 7, 
lines 8-18; Fig. 6). 

Regarding claim 52, the combination of Carey and Gudjonsson discloses every 
limitation claimed, as applied above (see claim 50), in addition Carey further discloses the 
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system of claim 50, wherein the proxy server (22) converts at least a portion of the 
intercepted instant message to a short message format, and sends a converted message to the 
wireless communications device (36) through the wireless network (34) via the SMS center 
(32) (see col. 7, lines 12-22; col. 3, lines 24-27,50-66; Figs. 1 and 6-7), where the server (24) 
uses a predefined to protocol to convert messages between instant message and short 
message service. 

Regarding claim 53, the combination of Carey and Gudjonsson discloses every 
limitation claimed, as applied above (see claim 50), in addition Carey further discloses the 
system of claim 50, wherein the proxy server (22) converts an identifier (e.g., name, phone 
number, or address) of a sender of the intercepted instant message to a short message format 
and sends the converted identifier of the sender to the wireless communications device (36) 
(see col. 7, lines 12-22; col. 5, lines 43-50; col. 8, lines 19-21,32-40; col. 3, lines 24-27,50- 
66; col. 4, lines 1 1-33; Figs. 1, 6-7, and 9-10), where the server (24) uses a predefined to 
protocol to convert messages between instant message and short message service. 

Regarding claim 54, the combination of Carey and Gudjonsson discloses every 
limitation claimed, as applied above (see claim 52), in addition Carey further discloses the 
system of claim 52, wherein the SMS center (32) stores the converted message (see col. 7, 
lines 27-29; Fig. 7 "ref. 172"). 

Regarding claim 55, the combination of Carey and Gudjonsson discloses every 
limitation claimed, as applied above (see claim 50), in addition Carey further discloses the 
system of claim 50, wherein the proxy server (22) receives a response short message from the 
wireless communications device (36) that is addressed to an information handling system of 
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the plurality of information handling systems (42), converts the response short message to an 
instant message format response message, and sends the instant message response message to 
the information handling system (42) (see Figs. 1 and 6-7). 

Regarding claim 56, the combination of Carey and Gudjonsson discloses every 
limitation claimed, as applied above (see claim 50), in addition Carey further discloses the 
system of claim 50, wherein the proxy server (22) receives an indication that the wireless 
communications device (36) is in an inactive state, and wherein the proxy server removes the 
substitute proxy presence upon receipt of the indication that the wireless communications 
device (36) in the inactive state (see col. 7, lines 44-64; col. 8, line 61 - col. 9, line 5; Figs. 7 
"ref. 174", 12). 

Regarding claim 57, Carey discloses a method for providing a wireless 
communications device (36) access to an instant messaging service connected to a data 
network (30) (see Fig. 1), the method comprising the steps of: 

communicating an active message state status from the wireless communications device 
to a wireless network, wherein the wireless network is connected to a short messaging 
service (SMS) center, the SMS center is connected to a proxy server (22), and the proxy 
server (22) is connected to the data network (30) (see col. 3, lines 18-34; col. 5, lines 23-43; 
Figs. 1 and 5-6); 

the proxy server (22) establishing a stand-in on-line presence for the wireless 
communications device with the instant messaging service (see col. 5, lines 5-18; col. 6, 
lines 12-60; col. 4, lines 11-19; Fig. 5), where the user presence is established between 
networks; 
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the proxy server (22) maintaining the stand-in on-line presence as long as the wireless 
communications device remains in the active message state status (see col. 3, lines 18-34; 
col. 5, lines 23-43; Figs. 1 and 5-6); and 

the proxy server (22) intercepting and storing at least one instant message intended for 
the wireless communications device (36) (see col. 9, lines 35-38; col. 5, lines 66-67; Fig. 1), 
where the combined functions of the routing system (22) and the instant message server (40) 
would provide the storing of instant messages. Carey does not specifically disclose having 

the feature even when a data connection does not exist between the wireless communication 

i 

device and the wireless network. However, the examiner maintains that the feature even 
when a data connection does not exist between the wireless communication device and the 
wireless network was well known in the art, as taught by Gudjonsson. 

In the same field of endeavor, Gudjonsson discloses the feature even when a data 
connection does not exist between the wireless communication device and the wireless 
network (see col. 2, lines 20-22; col 3, lines 14-17; col. 7, line 53 - col. 8, line 30; col. 8, 
lines 53-65; col. 11, lines 32-64; Figs. 1-9, 19, and 21), where the system uses proxy server 
(21, 23) to communicate between short text message (i.e., instant message) and SMS and to 
provide connection and status (see col. 10, lines 8-21; col. 11, lines 21-27; col. 17, lines 38- 
44; col. 36, lines 12-25;56-62; Figs. 1-6 and 13). As a note, basically the proxy server 
provides an on-demand connection that can be automatically suspended and resumed as 
needed. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to combine the teachings of Carey and Gudjonsson to have the 



Application/Control Number: 09/848,070 Page 9 

Art Unit: 2617 

feature even when a data connection does not exist between the wireless communication 
device and the wireless network, in order to provide user with a simple and secure way of 
establishing arbitrary communications with other users or services, as taught by Gudjonsson 
(see col. 7, lines 39-42). 

Regarding claim 58, the combination of Carey and Gudjonsson discloses every 
limitation claimed, as applied above (see claim 57), in addition Carey further discloses the 
method of claim 57 further comprising the steps of: 

the proxy server (22) converting at least a portion of the at least one instant message to 
short message service (SMS) format (see col. 7, lines 12-22; col. 3, lines 24-27,50-66; Figs. 1 
and 6-7), where the server (24) uses a predefined to protocol to convert messages between 
instant message and short message service; 

sending the converted message to the SMS center (32) (see col. 7, lines 12-22; col. 3, 
lines 24-27,50-66; Figs. 1 and 6-7), where the server (24) uses a predefined to protocol to 
convert messages between instant message and short message service; 

the SMS center (32) sending the converted message to the wireless network (34) (see col. 
7, lines 12-22; col. 3, lines 24-27,50-66; Figs. 1 and 6-7); and 

the wireless network (34) delivering the converted message to the wireless 
communications device (36) (see col. 7, lines 12-22; col. 3, lines 24-27,50-66; Figs. 1 and 6- 

7). 

Regarding claim 59, the combination of Carey and Gudjonsson discloses every 
limitation claimed, as applied above (see claim 57), in addition Carey further discloses the 
method of claim 57, further comprising the step of: 
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the proxy server (22) notifying the wireless communications device (36) through the 
SMS center (32) and the wireless network (34) that the at least one instant message has been 
received (see col. 7, lines 8-18; Fig. 6). 

Regarding claim 60, the combination of Carey and Gudjonsson discloses every 
limitation claimed, as applied above (see claim 59), in addition Carey further discloses the 
method of claim 59, wherein the step of notifying comprises the steps of: 

the proxy server (22) converting at least a portion of the at least one instant message from 
instant message format to short message service (SMS) format (see col. 7, lines 12-22; col. 3, 
lines 24-27,50-66; Figs. 1 and 6-7); and 

sending the converted message to the wireless communications device through the SMS 
center (32) (see col. 7, lines 12-22; col. 3, lines 24-27,50-66; Figs. 1 and 6-7). 

Regarding claim 61, the combination of Carey and Gudjonsson discloses every 
limitation claimed, as applied above (see claim 60), in addition Carey further discloses the 
method of claim 60, further comprising the step of: 

the proxy server (22) converting an identifier of the sender of the at least one instant 
message from the instant message format to SMS format (see col. 7, lines 12-22; col. 5, lines 
43-50; col. 8, lines 19-21,32-40; col. 3, lines 24-27,50-66; col. 4, lines 1 1-33; Figs. 1, 6-7,and 
9-10); and 

sending the converted identifier to the wireless communications device (36) (see col. 7, 
lines 12-22; col. 5, lines 43-50; col. 8, lines 19-21,32-40; col. 3, lines 24-27,50-66; col. 4, 
lines 1 1-33; Figs. 1, 6-7, and 9-10). 
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Regarding claim 62, the combination of Carey and Gudjonsson discloses every 
limitation claimed, as applied above (see claim 58), in addition Carey further discloses the 
method of claim 58, further comprising the steps of: 

the wireless communications device (36) sending a response message transmitted in short 
message service format to the proxy server (22) (see Figs. 1 and 6-7); and 

the proxy server (22) converting the response message to instant message format and 
transmitting the converted response message over the data network (30) (see Figs. 1 and 6-7). 

Regarding claim 63, the combination of Carey and Gudjonsson discloses every 
limitation claimed, as applied above (see claim 58), in addition Carey further discloses the 
method of claim 58, further comprising the steps of: 

the proxy server (22) receiving a delivery status of the converted message from the 
wireless network (34) (see Figs. 1, 3-7, and 10-12); 

the proxy server (22) utilizing the delivery status to determine that the converted message 
is undeliverable to the wireless communications device (36) (see Figs. 1, 3-7, and 10-12); 
and 

the proxy server (22) establishing an offline presence with the instant messaging service 
to indicate that the wireless communications device (36) is offline (see Figs. 1, 3-7, and 10- 
12). 
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Claims 50 and 57 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Carey et 
ah (hereinafter Carey) (US 6,714,793 Bl) in view of Guedalia et al. (hereinafter Guedalia) 
(US 7,043,538 B2). 

Regarding claim 50 and 57, Carey discloses a system and a method for providing a 
wireless communications device (36) access to an instant messaging service connected to a 
data network (30) (see Fig. 1), the method comprising the steps of: 

communicating an active message state status from the wireless communications device 
to a wireless network (34), wherein the wireless network is connected to a short messaging 
service (SMS) center, the SMS center is connected to a proxy server (22), and the proxy 
server (22) is connected to the data network (30) (see col. 3, lines 18-34; col. 5, lines 23-43; 
Figs. 1 and 5-6); 

the proxy server (22) establishing a stand-in on-line presence for the wireless 
communications device with the instant messaging service (see col. 5, lines 5-18; col. 6, 
lines 12-60; col. 4, lines 11-19; Fig. 5), where the user presence is established between 
networks; 

the proxy server (22) maintaining the stand-in on-line presence as long as the wireless 
communications device remains in the active message state status (see col. 3, lines 18-34; 
col. 5, lines 23-43; Figs. 1 and 5-6); and 

the proxy server (22) intercepting and storing at least one instant message intended for 
the wireless communications device (36) (see col. 9, lines 35-38; col. 5, lines 66-67; Fig. 1), 
where the combined functions of the routing system (22) and the instant message server (40) 
would provide the storing of instant messages. Carey does not specifically disclose having 
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the feature even when a data connection does not exist between the wireless communication 
device and the wireless network. However, the examiner maintains that the feature even 
when a data connection does not exist between the wireless communication device and the 
wireless network was well known in the art, as taught by Guedalia. 

In the same field of endeavor, Guedalia discloses the feature even when a data 
connection does not exist between the wireless communication device and the wireless 
network (see col. 5, lines 3-9; col. 3, lines 31-35,57-60; col. 2, lines 22-27). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to combine the teachings of Carey and Guedalia to have the feature 
even when a data connection does not exist between the wireless communication device and 
the wireless network, in order to enable a thin client to utilize a presence server through a 
simple interface, as taught by Guedalia (see col. 1, lines 63-65). 

Claims 50 and 57 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Carey et 
al. (hereinafter Carey) (US 6,714,793 Bl) in view of Chen et al. (hereinafter Chen) (US 
7,020,685 Bl). 

Regarding claim 50 and 57, Carey discloses a system and a method for providing a 
wireless communications device (36) access to an instant messaging service connected to a 
data network (30) (see Fig. 1), the method comprising the steps of: 

communicating an active message state status from the wireless communications device 
to a wireless network (34), wherein the wireless network is connected to a short messaging 
service (SMS) center, the SMS center is connected to a proxy server (22), and the proxy 
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server (22) is connected to the data network (30) (see col. 3, lines 18-34; col. 5, lines 23-43; 
Figs. 1 and 5-6); 

the proxy server (22) establishing a stand-in on-line presence for the wireless 
communications device with the instant messaging service (see col. 5, lines 5-18; col. 6 5 lines 
12-60; col. 4 5 lines 11-19; Fig. 5), where the user presence is established between networks; 

the proxy server (22) maintaining the stand-in on-line presence as long as the wireless 
communications device remains in the active message state status (see col. 3, lines 18-34; 
col. 5, lines 23-43; Figs. 1 and 5-6); and 

the proxy server (22) intercepting and storing at least one instant message intended for 
the wireless communications device (36) (see col. 9, lines 35-38; col. 5, lines 66-67; Fig. 1), 
where the combined functions of the routing system (22) and the instant message server (40) 
would provide the storing of instant messages. Carey does not specifically disclose having 
the feature even when a data connection does not exist between the wireless communication 
device and the wireless network. However, the examiner maintains that the feature even 
when a data connection does not exist between the wireless communication device and the 
wireless network was well known in the art, as taught by Chen. 

In the same field of endeavor, Chen discloses the feature even when a data connection 
does not exist between the wireless communication device and the wireless network (see 
abstract; Figs. 1 and 4). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to combine the teachings of Carey and Chen to have the feature even 
when a data connection does not exist between the wireless communication device and the 
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wireless network, in order to provide content from a network to a wireless device, as taught 
by Chen (see col. 1, lines 63-65). 



» 
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Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 50-63 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection necessitated by the new limitations. 

In response to applicant's arguments, the Examiner respectfully disagrees as the 
applied reference(s) provide more than adequate support and to further clarify (see the above 
claims for relevant citations). 

7. The Examiner requests applicant to provide support for any further amended claim 
language. 

Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

a. Harry Newton, "Newton's Telecom Dictionary", February 2001 , 17 th ed., pgs. 554- 
555 discloses a proxy, proxy ARP, and proxy server in which the proxy server 
functions as claimed in the instant application are well-known. For example, the 
proxy acts on behalf of a client, perhaps making protocol translations, and a proxy 
server can turn off a connection when no traffic is flowing as commonly done with 
Internet connections. Basically the proxy server provides an on-demand connection 
that can be automatically suspended and resumed as needed. 
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9. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 



examiner should be directed to Willie J. Daniel, Jr. whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7907. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Charles Appiah can be reached on (571) 272-7904. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information 
for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information 
about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access 
to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 
(toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or 
access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 
"571-272-1000. 
/WJD,JR7 
WJD,JR 

01 February 2007 (] 




